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OR, THE 


CONNEXION 


BETWEEN 


PRAYING and S WEARING; 


In Relation to the 


N arguing this point I ſhall not dit- 
pure in whom the Right to the 
Crown Jies, whether in F. or W. 
For the Reſolution of this Queſti- 

on I reterr the Reader to the Conſtitu- 
£107, Which, if conſulted without Pre+ 
judice, wil] quickly give them fatisfac- 
tion, The Debate therefore being of .a 


private nature, Thope no Government, 
whether lawfull or pretended , will 


think it ſelf concerned in it. 
Having premiſed this, I ſhall enquire 


whether there 1s any Confiſtency of 


Principles in Praying publickly for a 
Prince, as our Sovereign, to whom we 
judge it unlawfull to ſwear Allegiance. 
I (hall endeavour ro maintain the Ne- 
gative, for theſe following Reaſons: 
Which before I advance, 1 will lay down 

this Propoſition,* viz. That we muſt be- 
lieve that Prince to be an Uſurper, to when 


we believe our ſelves bound nt to ſwear : 


For an Oath of Allegiance being a Se- 
Curity Which all 4 en owe their So. 
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vereigns,. when required;. why ſhonld: 
we refuſe it to a-Prince upon demard,, 
unleſs we delieve our. ſelves preingaged, 
and that our former Obligations ſtand. 
nncancelled? Such a Denial, if ratio-- 
nal , muſt procecd from a Perſuaſion ,. 
that he has no Right to chalenge our- 
Obedience. Now he that Iris no Right- 
to demand our Subjection, can have- 
none to govcrn,. and therefore mnſt be- 
an Uſurper , if he pretends to it. This: 
is ſo plain that I need not. inſiſt any far- 
ther upon it. 

Having ſettled the Bzſis of this Diſc- 
pute, 1: ſhall proceed to ſhow the Un-: 
reafonablenefs of Praying for an Uſur-- 
per, and thar, 

1. B:cauſe its contrary to the Defign 
of the Liturgy, if. we conſider it eithep- 
as an Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, or as 
its enjoin'd by Act of Parliament: For: 
we canrot 1n Reaſon or Decency ima-»- 
gine, thar either. the Spiritual or-Civil' 
Authority of the Nation, ſhou!d enjoins 
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Ruine of rhe Prince , for whoſe Safery 
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wud fond the King, and gi ws" Gim ther tle further : 


Vittorg over ali his $*nemes ; and if over ; 
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.much the ſame Crime in Fn: a81dola. 
try is in Religion; foras thoſe who give 
che Attributes of Imighty to 
Creatyre,-.d9:as 
diſown his ſupreme Excellency : 
manner to.mention an Uſurper in Sove. 
reign Language, is a dangerous Impro- 


 PECtks or as faras the abuſe of Words 
"of t ale die canfbiitids. the Notion 
i rchy; rhakesOge fie Two, 


Asthe aſeribing the Per- 
ood of God to the Devil, wowld be 


# 
all , then certainly over thoſe Who tre® intolerable Blſphemy3-fo we are'fo ob. 


molt unjuſtly fo, which Uſurpers-are, 
for thus mich is impiyed in the very 


notion of Ut arpation, 
2. To pray in this manner 1s injuri- 


ons to rae King, becauſe the Style of, 
_ Sovereignty 1s given to another, ro his 


capital Enemy. . Now one principal 


| Caſe of Errour, as a great Philoſopher 


obſerves, is the mif ippiying of Names, 
and tying up our Conceptions in words, 
which dome aniwer the nature -of the 
Things they arc ro repreſent. Carteſ. 
Brine. Ph:loſoph. pars'T. p. 20. 

For Men generally diftinguifh their - 
Ideas more by the marks of Spcech, 
tnan the Properties of things: And 
therefore when any Perſon or Office 
are uſually handed about under Names 
of Dignity and Advantage, the People 
are apttorake them upon content, and 
173giNe What they deſcribe will reach up 
co rhe valne and glitrer of the CharaCter. 

For this reaſon among others the Re- 
2a] Srils ought: o be Jockel Upon as an 


rcommunicable Refpett, and peculiar 


to the Authority it denotes : To giveir 
others, 


Majelly by Divitton; or diverrs it toa 
wrong object. Ti:zs pradtico (e Doctal- 
iy when it is attended with Circam- 
ftances of Solemnity) appears to be 


either weakens the Norion of 


ſerve » Chat this Suppoſition makes-the 
"parts of the Corppariſon more juſt and 
"agreeable;,,anddraws:therg. nearer to 
*_ parallel: For thetawtull Prince and 
Fe Suge boy ftand,; thqugh #n a lower 

i the fartte reldrion toeach other 
as God and the Devil; for they are ir- 
reconcilable: Adverfaries, andthe latter 
endeavours'to'encroach upon: the Ho- 


nour; and pervert'the Subjects of the 


former. Bcfides, in one- reſpett this 
civil 'Idolatry is worſe than the other? 
Becauſe'God' is above the. reachef. in- 
Jary ; fo that he cannot receweanyreal 
diſadvantage, though his Name ſhould 
be given to the moſt wicked Spirit: 
But a:Prince is much the wort? for ha- 
ving the Sovereignty of 'Siyle giveni:to 
ſuc an Enemy ;cfpecially/ in publick 
places, and by Perſons of a ſacred Cha- 
rater: For, 

3. This Cnſtome leaves an ill Impr: If- 
ſion upou the People, and puts them 
upon the danger of miltaking their Go- 
Verity, as has been already proved; 
and will be ſhewed more at large af- 
tzr wards, 

4. It argnes a great Latirnde of 
Principles in the 'Perſon who ufes 1t: 
For it ſuppoſes tim to pray for one 


Prince in Publick , and another in pri- 
Vate; 
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:.. RIESLOG can fanfic hin {o loy-. 
al:as:ngyervto; pray: for him whom he 
believes higJawfull Prince... Nay, which 
isharder; it ſuppoſes him to/pray know- 
wgly. for the wrong, and: to, omit the 
right.Peince. Farther, In praying for 
the; Uſitrper.under-the name of King; 
he muſt pray. either that bis Reign-mazz 
be fucceſsfullor unfortunate.,. ſhort or 
long: ;Ifthe-former way. his Prayer is 
at.the beſt bur Equivocation. and Moc- 


kery;; and then. his Sovereign Lord and 


Ady Haye no reaſon to.thank him for his 


pains;-if his Prayer runs. in the latter. 


ſenſe,,then it-may be paraphraſed thus; 

* O God, who arr. the great; Re- 
& warder - and Rule of Righteouſneſs , 
« who. haſt pramiſed to deliver the op- 
* preſſed, and to he/pthoſe to Right who 
: ſuffer Wrong ; we beſeech,thec to act 


© in, contradictian to- thy, ever, bleſſed 


& Nature, and to encourage the breach 
« of thy Laws: Ler Juſtice periſh-from 
& off che Earth, and-ſupport the. Vio- 
* lence of the wicked; - Proſper thou the 
& Works of. their Hands pon. them: «.,.0 

* proſper thou their handy work... | 

Now though I do not believe any 
man intends to pray in this ſenſe, ( no 
more than the Calviniſts intend tomake 
God the Authour of Sin,) yet I cannot 


underſtard how: the Principles of, thoſe 


L am repreſenting can admit of any 0- 
ther Conſtruction : For if its ſaid that 
the meaning of ſuch a Prayer is onely 
that-the Uiurper may act for the com- 
mon Good, and manage, his nnjuſt Ac- 


« quiſitions with Temper.and Clemency; 
1n anſwer to this-]-defire to know whe- 


ther it1s for the common Good to have 
the Bulk of a Nation in a ſtate of Re- 
bellion? To have all loyal and conſci- 
encious Men clapt. nnder Hatches, and 
tycannized over in-tbeir Eftates,  Liber- 


ties, and Lives?.. Whether it is for the 
common Good to be Without Law and 
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Ju Nige, and oy have. the pretended Ma- 
Ee 5qu tor A by Perjury 
for oh BOP "Whetheriit ought ra 


be looked upon a8 An nniverſal Advan- 
tage to have a lawfull Prince barred of 
bis Right, and purſued with Fire ap 

Sword-by his own SubjeCts?. Thele, by 
many, others of the/fame Complexion 

are the "unavoidable conſequences of : 
an Uſurpation: Now if theſe are ſiictt 
deſirable Bleſſings:,. as to become the 
ſubject of our ſolemn Devotions ; therr - 
I confeſs it is \bigh time 'to alrer the . 
Liturgy ,, and to'inyoke Heaven, for | 


Plague, Famine , aud Conſpiracies, L and 


molt of thoſe other Miteries and Sms: 
which we are. taught to pray againſt; 
As to the other part of the Obj ettion,, 
viz, That in, praying for the Uſhrper: 
we_onely pray thar he may uſe ls 
Fan- 
ſwer,. That things which ate evil irt- 
their own nature, as all Afts of Uſur- 
pation are., are not allowable in- the- 
loweſt and. moſt inoffenſive Degreesz. 
and conſequently. not ro. be wiſhed fors. 
ſo that we may as well. pray thara man: 
may ſteal, lye, and chear,, within 2: 
Rule, as that he may be a "kind Uſar-. 
per, 'For why we ought to pray for: 
pablick and nor for private Thieves, "18: 
beyond my, comprebeffion ; CxCept the-. 
greatneſs of an Injury is an argument 
for our Interceſfion. *Tis true, 1 am: 
bound to pray for my own Prirce,,. 
though he ſhould prove an Oppreſiour. 
Thus the Apoſtle commards us, ard- 
ſuch was the practice of the Primitive: 
Church: For in this Cale, though the- 
Magiſtrate abuſes his Power, he is nots 
withſtanding tlie Miniſter of God. The: 
Authority is good, though th> Man: 
may be otherwiſe: Bur an Ufurper- 
has no Autbority ; for all Authority 1s 
grounded upon Law and Right. And 
therefore 1.can be no more allewed 9 
A #1 -PIay. 
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pray for him , "than for a Captain of 


Moſs-Froopers, and Banditiz for the 
Robbers, cc. of theſe Realms. Every 
AC of an;uſurped Government is un- 
Jawfull and injurious . for 1ts. a diſpo- 
fal of another Maris Right againlt his 
Will, and for the moſt part againſt his 
Intereſt. Befides, he who"governs and 


commands thoſe he has nothing to doe 


with, encroaches upon every particu- 
lar Maris Liberty, and does the People 
wrong, .by a pretended interpoſing to 
doe them right. Injuſtice is the Elfence 
of Uſarpation; ies as inſeparable from 
it, as Heat is from Fire; ſo that to 
pray for the Uſurper, is to defire the 
maintainanoce of publick Violence, and 
that a man.may continue m a ſtate of 
neceſſary and perpetual Wickednels. 

. If is urged rhat ſome return is due 


for the Advantages of Society, and. 


that we are obliged in Gratitude to 
pray that thoſe who proteCt-us may be 
Proteted themſelves: For the pur- 
poſe; If a Man turns my Father out of 


. doors, againſt all Right and Reaſon, 


d hinders me from performing my 
Dey to him; yet becauſe the new 
Landlord does not immediately knock 
me on the Head, I am bound belike to 
frike the old Gentleman out of my 
Prayers, and deſire God that the In- 
truder may continue in a peaceable 
' Polleflon of the Eſtate and Family. 
Now if it is not Jawfull to uſe fuch a 
dutiful Prayer as this is againſt our na- 
tural! Parents, then certainly not againſt 
thote who are the Fathers of our Coun- 
£r2y,, Who have a Power over us para- 
mount to the other; and whom we are 
obliged to obey, though contrary to 
the Order and Intereſt of any domeitick 
Relation. Ee, 

And here it is not improper to take 
notice of the groſneſs of that Prayer 
m particular, vis. That che Uſurper 


righteous Enemies : 


, ' 
« 


may: have the Viffory over all his Emiies; 
when” all the World' knows- that” the 


lawfull Prince is the Uſurpers greateſt 


Enemy, and that he accounts him ſuck, 
If ic is replied, That we onely pray thae 
he may ſucceed againſt his »mighreons 
Enemies ; and in this'fenſe the/rrue 
Prince is excepeed: To this T'anſwer,” 


x. That'according' to'this diſtin&tion - 


the Prayer is rendred almoſt uſeleſs; 
becanie Uſurpers have. ſeldom any un- 
For it muſt be 
granted, thac thoſe Subjects and Allies 
who oppoſe the Uſtrpation-in behalfof 
the lawfull Prince; are engaged in a 
juſt Quarrel. But, | 

2. Whether theſe Enemies are 1ygh- 
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feous Or unrighteans , is nothing to our 


purpoſe: For if I am obliged not to 
pray for an Uſurper under the Name 
of my own Prince upon any account 


whatever; then though he may poſſi... 


bly have fome unrighteous Enemies, 


(as the worſt People may be ſometimes 
injured,) that 1s no Excuſe for my 
praying for him in a regal Styles For 
a Mars having a good Cauſe does net 
make him a King; and therefore he 
ought not to be prayed for as ſich: 
Bur if a Preacher cannot be contented 
without naming a King, or an Empe- 
rour in his Prayer, he ſhould rake care 
to Chuſe thoſe who are . remote, and 
have no competition With his own 
Prince. This, though horribly trifling, 
would be more innocent; for it would 
give the Peop'e no wrong apprehen- 
ſion, nor confirm them in their Revolt ; 
and therefore the Mogul and Preſter 
Fohn would doe much better than //. 
and M. if he 1s diſſatisfied with their 
Title. But above all Mankind he ought 
to avoid mentioning the Uſurper, be- 


— 


cauſe this is apt to give a colour to his | 


Prerences, to perplux the Cauſe, and 


to miiguide the Conſciences of the Ig- 
norant, 
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/ Toranit, - In ſhort, the onely proper 
| Prayer for ſuch a Perſon is, That he 
-/ may be brought over to Repentance 
| and Reſtitution; or elſe that his Vio- 
| lence 'may'be checked by ſome ſpeedy 
| and remarkable Providence; And if a 
| Man is not hardy enough to pray for 
| anUlſurper in this manner, he had much 
| better let him alone, 

/ _ 5. The faulrof praying for an Uſur- 
| Per is ſtill greater, when the Miniſter 
| 1s morally aſſured, that the Majority of 
! his Audience are miſtaken abourt'the 
| Perſon of the Governour,, -and' believe 
the Uſurper to be their-lawfull Prince. 
| When he finds them fo bigotted and 
| paſſionate for their mortal Errour, that 
| they-wont ſo much as.endire an omif- 
| ſion of Names, for fear the Preacher 
| ſhonld deceive. them under the. gene- 
- ral Name of King, pray for his own 
| Prince, and make his Mind and his 
| *'Tongae go-together. Now when the 


j 


| Preacher believes the People thus dan- 


gerouſly deceived about the Seat of 
| Government, one Won'd think he 
ſhould endeavour to diſengage them 
from a Miſtake of fiich a conſequence ; 
if not by open Remonſtrance, yet by 
abſolute Non-compliance, and by ſhew- 
ing all the marks of Diſlike, which-Pru- 
dence and Loyalty can ſuggeſt. Bv the 
uſe of which Expedients-a Man may be 
both ſafe and-intelligible enough. Now 
if this be the Duty of every good Sub- 
jet, and more particularly of Clergy- 
men, as 1 ſuppoſe cannot be denied ; 
I deſire to know if it is not a myſteri- 
ons Piece of Conduct to proclaim an 
Idol of Majeſty to the People; and to 
furniſh them with his own Authority, 
with the molt fotemn Circumſtances of 
Place and Occafion, to fix and fortifie 
their Miſtake. For that the People be- 


Iizve, (and I think very reaſonably, ) 
that the giving the Style of Sovereign by Prolomeas. Philadelphns , and 
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d] : 
fo a Perſon in Divine Service, is a ſo- 
lemn acknowledgment of his Title, is 
apparent by their-infiſting ſo much up- 
on this ' Condition : For . without ex- 
preſs nomination , let the Pulpit-per- 
formance be never ſo extraordinary , 
ics very difficult to get either their good 
Word, .their: Company, or their Con- 
tributions; ſo that it-is plain by cheir 
Appearance, by the Management of 
their Purſes and Cenſtres, * that they 
imagine they have gained over their 
Preacher, when they have once wor- 
ked him up to Naming. ' And: fince 
there is ſuch-a Diviſion between the 
Pulpit and the Pews, Qught not the 
ſpiritual Gaide rather endeavour to 
bring: the People to: his own Opinion, 
than to humour them in theirs; eſpe- 
cially in a caſe of ſo-great weight.' Saint 
Paul aſſures us, that if be pleaſed Men 
(out of Principles of Intereſt or Servi- 
lity) he ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt. 
Gal. 1.10. The ſerious conſideration of - 
which Text is'of mighty 4mportance: for 
the. Diſcharge of the. Paitoral Office: 
God grant it may be better practiſed 
for the futhire, than I am affraid it has 
been of late. | | Wo 

6. This Practice will ſtill appear more 
unaccountable, if we conſider, That a 
Clergy Mar's Prdyers-are his Arms; . 
and the uſe of them is the moſt proper 
way d#has of engaging for his Prince. 
For this Point we have-the conſent of 
almoſt all Ages and Religions; I ſhafl 
produce ſome of the Teſtimonies of 
Antiquity : And firſt, | 

For this Reaſon Darizs was at fo 
much Charge in the rebuilding and 
ornamenting the Temple at Feruſalem, 
and in furniſking the Prieſts with Secri- 
fices; i. e. That they might pray for the 
Life of the King and hs Sons. Ezra 6. 10. 
Part of the fame Munificence was ſhewn 
Auguſtus 

Ce/ar, 
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Czſar , to the ſame place, upon-the 
fame account. ( Foſeph. Ant. Fud.' 159: 
x2. c.2:\p. 392. Phil, Fud. Legat. ad 
Caium. p; 798, Bar.) - Now if theſe 


Jews had prayed for the Proſperity of 


thoſe who-had diſpoſlefſed their lawfall 
Emperours ;'' they had. withour doubt 
very much'pervertedithe Defigr, of the 
BenefaCtion.* - And to give an'Initance 
of the ſenſe of Chriltians-in this Point, 
ouch tells us, out of the Grand Culto- 
mary of Nermandy , That Biſhops, and 
other ' Eccleſiaſtical Perſons //( who: held 
Lands-in Frank Almoine, Y (are bountl-t0 


' 20 other Service, but to pray for the: Prince. 


Deſ: Jur. Temp. ſec! ConſiietFendal. 


pars 1. ſeQ.,g. | The ſame is tkewiſe 
affirmed by  Littlezen., ' who tells ns, 
That none but Churcymem were)capas 
ble of holding by this Tenure. Ten. de 
Littleton, Cap. Frank Almoigne. 

From al} which it- appears, That 
Praying for an Uſurper 1s in eltect Bea- 
ting up for him, and, as'far.as It. is in 
our power, a kind of virtual tranſlation 
of Allegiance. And I think I may add, 
it's tantamount to Swearing , becauſe 
it's owning him in the Preſence of God; 
and in regard of the frequent Repetition 
of wor{e conſequence; for it refrcſhts 
the Title of the U:urper upon the Minds 
of the People, and diſÞoſes them ro be- 
lieve him their lawfull Sovergign ; be- 
cauſe he is put in the room of Mag who 


was. confeiledly fo. Beſid-s, He that 


ſwears to an Uſurper, makes a folemn 


Acknowledgment of hin but once pofſſi- 


bly in his whole Life ; whercas he that 
prays does the tame thing every Week, 
and ina place full as pubiickasthe other. 
He does it in the Congregation hit 1s to 
govern, and in{tract, where his Peron is 
beſt known, and his Practice mit 1n- 
fluential: So that upon the Whoie, ] 
think 1s Evident, thac he who prays for 
an Uſurper' without Swearing , does 


ws 


Him-much- more: ſervice; tyan he-who 
fwears, but ;refufes;: hit; his} Expreſs 
Prayers in the Church; ot gd her 

[ ſhall- add one Teitimony more for 


the Confirmation -of this point; which, 


ſhall be takenfrom the Practice of St; 
Ambroſe. +Now': this great Biſhop roft14 
ſed to Communicate with ithoſe-of his 
Order, who adhered to-an Uſurperi 
(Ambr. Fp; Libr: 5. Ep. 27.) Anditle 
belived the Priviledges of Church Com- 
munion juſtly - denyed to thoſe Who. 


 complyed with the Ufurpation 5. we 


have allimaginable reaſon to ſuppoſe he 
would never bave owned the Principal 
Oitencer for his Sovereign. But we 
need not argue-from Parityiof: Reaſi:n, 
if we wilthut-peruſe the fore-mentioned 
Epiitle.:/ -Fer:though St: Ambroſe. was 
a Nableman born, an9.had a ſiitabie 
Eyucation'; vyet we may ſee'at what 
an unceremorious rate he treated Ma- 
ximus to his Face, never fo inuch as 
vouchfafing bim'the name of Emperor, 
or any other Title of Auchority. ' And 
though this Tyrant, as.Theodorer calls 
him, pretended the occaſion of his War 
was purely to-call the Arian Emperour 
Valentinian'to account for tome Hard- 
ſhips he had pur upon this good Biſhop, 
and to ſhelter the Orthodox from Per- 
ſ:cution; that is, is modern Phraſe , 
for the Proteſtant Religion; yet all this 
Flouriſh was to no purpoſe: For the 
orave St. Ambroſe was not to be difobli. 
ged out of his Duty , bur 1olicited the 
Emp=rours Cauſz viith the fame Frank. 
nefs and Zea!, as if he had bceninever 
unkindly uſed. Theod. Eccleſ. Hiſt. Lib, 
F. Cap. I2,13, 14. 

And, to come nearer our own Times, 
I beiieve it will be hard to give one In- 
ſtance of any eminent and loyal Eccle- 
ſizitick , who mentioned his Higneſs the 
Protectour 1n his Pulpit-prayers. 


I know 
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"T know is faid by ſome , that theip 


refuſing to ſwear Allegiance to a Prince 
is a ſifficient Argument that "they do 
7 nor'-recopnize his-Titte, -notwithitan- 


; ding the regal Style they mention. tim 


with in their Prayer, To this I anſwer, 
That the Praying for an-Uſurper is at 
I-alt as fill a Declaration for-his Pre- 
rences; asthe notsſwcaring can be'a. 
| gainſt ferns for the firſt isasplblick, 


| mort ſolerin} and likewiſcral more;fre-. * 


quen tacknowledgrtientiof him;thanthe 
latter is''of the 'contrery:;- fo that ſuch 
an Excuſe can ſerve. tonopurpoſe, bur 
to amuſe the- People; and make rhe 


Preacher- incomprehenfibls But far- 
ther: 


: This defence” will-be. perfectly 
inſignificant, if it appears that thepray- 
ing for an Wurper is abſolutely unlaw- 
fitſinthe Nature of rhe thing, as [think 
cither is, or will be {ufhiciently proved. 

Farther: There are thoſe who al. 
ledge that they pray for Wand 24. only 
as King and Queen, without mentio- 
ning the place of their Dominions; and 


| therefore they hope they. doe rothing 
' contrary to-therr-former-Engagements.-. 


But to ſhew how flender a Juitification 


' this'is, I need oniy reply, That irs not 
the Cuſtome in our Churches to pray 
{ for foreign Princes by Name; and rhere- 


* fore a Man- cannot be underſtood to 


Ry 
— 


; firy of Forrn, 


Pray in that ſenſe. Betides, every one 
knows, that W. and 4. are cither K. 
and Q. of England, or of no place at all, 

. They urge that they do not recite 
the Royal Titles at large, as formerly; 
but only mention our Sovereign Lord 


; and Lady, or ta that purpoſe, without 
| the Addition of England, Scaland, De- 


er of the Faith, fc. Which Diver- 
they conceive, makes a 
ſufhcient Diftintion between the Prince 
they have, ard thoſe they have not 
fworn to. To this it may be returned, 
That an Omiſſion of a particular and 


fend 


pompous Ennmeration of Tirlee, 1s not 
material in-this point : For he that owns 
a Perfori King of England, muſt by cons 
fequence' gract; that all the foremen- 
tioned Blazon' of Style ,/Prerogative, 
and Juriſdition belongs to him. | 
7, This modern way of. Praying is 
uſed, becauſe the Parſon conceives him 
ſelf obliged: to-1t, either for;Gol's ſake, 
the Peoples, or his owh.; Bur, ; 57 
1.-There can be -no Obligation to 
ſuch a Prayer upon the agcaunt of God 
Almighty ;, for if there were, it-muitbe 
_ for Information or Protection. 
. For Information it canrat bez; fog 
God knows all things: Nay, according 
to'the' Non-ſwearing'Prifciples God is 
ſuppoſed co know that W.'and .,..are 
notie of our'K:; and Q.; and therefore 
certainly we cannot be abliped:to. tell 
GodAlmighty,thac thoſe are our Gover: 
nours, when we believe he looks upon 
them under a quite different Character. 
- 2. Neither can this Addreſs be made 
to God for the Invoking his Protection 2 
For to recommend a pretended Autho- 
Fity-to-God's Protettion,..is to. pray for 
the continuance of Iniuſtice , which is 
AMalum in ſe; and implies that we defire 
God would fupport Violence againſt 
Right, and reward thoſe Practices he 
has ſo plainly and ſcverely forbidden. 
2. Stich a Prayer 1s altogether un- 
inteſli21ble, if you ſuppoſe it made up- 
on the Perſor's account who uſes it: 
For he muſt be a man of a very fingu- 
lar Thought, . who can fanfie it his Duty 
ro recommend that Perſon in his Devo. 
tions as his Prince, whom he believes to 
have no manner of Right to that Title, 
At this rate, beſides other abſurdities, a 
man wou!d be bound to Contradic- 
tions: For as he is unqueſtionably 


bound to pray for his lawfull Prince; 
ſo, according to this DoQtrine, he 
wou!ld be obliged to pray againſt him. 

Fas 


. Tor tho wn frhe Uſurper and the” 
ig in dirc@ oppoſition, and | 


mdiviſible © Sovereignty; 


King 
doth af them laying: claim to the ſame 
\ whoſoever 
wiſhes" the Support Ind Proſperity of 
the one," muſt (if he is:conſiſtent ) de- 
fire the- prejudice and diſappointment 


\. of the other. - 


\3. Neither can the Preacher be ob- 
bged ro-ſuch a. Prayer ,: for the ſake of 
the People, unleſs we can ſippoſe.aim 
bound to convey falſe Notions into the 
Minds of his Hearers, or to counte- 
nance thoſe Deluſions he finds them/ 


prepoſſeſied with. 


To conclude : This unacceptable Ar- 
gument , Which though I have not en- 
gaged in out of diſaſfeCtion to any Per- 


4on; yet I muſt add, that the Practice 


J-have been'examining is ſo intricate 


part: de 


fary,: ſeems/to wowy vninte 
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it would be to pray to one G - TY 
to profeſs our Belief in anos PORT 

However I queſtion not /byt that'the 
ſadden Turn: of State, and-ſome lea» 
ding Authorities, may have drawn:/ſe- 
veral welt meaning Men into this, ſin- 
gular and ſurpriſing Devotion 5 Eor 
ſuch I muſt eſteem it, till I am convins 
ced of the contrary. . I confeſs, if this 
Myſtical Point can be cleared, I wiſh i it 
were undertaken; and whatever Cen- 
fure this Paper may fall under, yet if 
it proves ſo lucky as to diſpoſe any of 
the Parties:concerned either to anſwer 
or Acquieſs,. it will be no ſmall Satisfac- 


tion tO, Oc. 
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